Abstract -During research on the vascular flora of the Uvac River Gorge, 730 species and infraspecific taxa from 87 families were found. The most numerous representatives were from the families Asteraceae (81 taxa), Fabaceae (57), Poaceae (55) and Lamiaceae (47). Hemicryptophytes were the dominant life form (56,6%); in the chorological sense, the most numerous were sub-Central-European (16,3 %) and Euro-Asian species (11,5 %). The following endemic species were recorded: Alyssum markgrafii, Valeriana simplicifolia, Cicerbita pancicii, Lamium bifidumbalcanicum, Alyssum corymbosum, Fumana bonapartei, Euphorbia glabriflora, and Potentilla visianii.
INTRODUCTION
The Uvac River runs through southwest Serbia (Fig. 1) . It arises on Mt. Ozren, 14 kilometers southwest of Sjenica and joins the Lim River at around 5 km downstream from Priboj-on-Lim. The river's source is located at 1,400 m a.s.l. and is a spring of the helocrene type; the delta is at 380 m a.s.l. Length of the Uvac River is 119 km, and area of the watershed is 1,334 km 2 . At elevations of 985-760 m a.s.l. along the stream, the river is partitioned by three dams, which make three artificial lakes (Sjeničko, Zlatarsko, and Radoinjsko Lakes).
Relief of the Uvac River watershed is characterized by very heterogeneous geological structure. The age of rocks ranges from the Paleozoic to Quaternary. Most of the area is occupied by serpentines, marl, limestones, diabase-chert, sandstones, etc. In keeping with variety of the geological base, soils are various as well. The most frequent soils are rendzina and brownized rendzina, graybrown soil on limestone, black and brownized black soil on serpentines, brown acid soil on crystalline rocks, mineral-pond soil, skeleton-rock soil, etc. (P a v i ć e v i ć et al., 1968) .
The examined area is in a zone with the humid temperate-continental and humid alpine types of climate and has average annual precipitation of 700-950 mm. During the year, there are 98 days with persisting snow. Average monthly temperatures range from -4.6 o C to 17.7 o C (the average annual temperature is 7 o C), and relative humidity varies from 71 to 85%.
Southwest Serbia belongs to the Illyrian Province and the Central-European biogeographic region. The potential forest vegetation would include the following communities: Quercion frainetto Horv., 1954; AlnoQuercion roboris Ht., 1938; and Vaccinio-Piceion Br.-Bl., 1939. However, due to diversity of the relief, geological base, and soil, vegetation along the Uvac River is quite varied. The forest vegetation consist of substantial Scotch pine forest remains [assoc. Pinion sylvestris (Achingen 1933); Lakušić, 1972] . Austrian pine is very rare and appears either as a single tree or in smaller groups (assoc. Pinetum sylvestris nigrae Pavl., 1951) (P a v l o v i ć, 1955, 1962, 1964 Valley meadows are found downriver from Radoinjsko Lake in small valleys between low hills and the river, where soil is deeper, humidity is higher, and warming is medium. This type of meadow is developed on the boundary part, which is drier and dominated by grasses. On the part closer to the water, there are swamp meadows, where Carex and Juncus species dominate and no clear line exist between the two types. There are also real swamp meadows and ponds along the stream. Throughout most of the year these are either covered with water, or else the level of underground water is very high in that area. It is possible to find bulrush and sedge as well.
The gorge of the Uvac River is a landform of rare beauty that has retained many of its features in spite of the formation of many artificial lakes nearby. In addition to great diversity of the geological and pedological structurea wide variety of vegetation is visible as well, and this give rise to the idea of conducting detailed floristic examinations. One of the goals was to confirm the potential presence of rare, endangered, and endemic species in order to protect this unique gorge as a natural wonder in the given part of Serbia. Most of the area is already under protection as a special reservation encompassing the habitat of the griffon vulture (Gyps fulvus). [1970] [1971] [1972] [1973] [1974] [1975] [1976] [1977] , S a r i c (1986), and T u t i n et al. (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) . Floristic-geographic data are given according to G a j i ae (1980) .
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In examining the vascular flora along the Uvac River Gorge, we recorded 619 species, 29 subspecies, 48 varieties, and 34 forms for a total 730 taxa (Table 1) , of all groups, from Lycopodiophyta to Magnoliophyta (Fig. 2) . The higer taxa have been classified into 340 genera and 87 families. The families with the most species were Asteraceae (81), Fabaceae (57), Poaceae (55), Lamiaceae (47), Rosaceae (44), Cyperaceae (37), and Brassicaceae (31). They make up about half of the total number of recorded taxa (Fig. 3) .
Life form analysis showed that hemicryptophytes (56,6 %) are absolutely dominant. Significant participation was also recorded for therophytes (13,4 %) and phanerophytes (11,2 %). The participation of other forms such as geophytes, chamaephytes, thero(hemicryptophytes), hemi(chamaephytes), hemi(therophytes), hemi(geophytes), geo(hemicryptophytes), chamae(hemicryptophytes) and thero(geophytes) was not substantial (Fig. 4) .
As for the chorological spectrum (Fig. 5) , half of the flora is of sub-Central-European (16,3 %), Euro-Asian (11,5 %), sub-Euro-Asian (8,5 %), sub-Mediterranean (7,4 %) and Central-European (6,0 %) elements (Fig. 5) . The rest (ca. 40%) are represented by circumpolar, cosmopolitan, sub-south-Siberian, sub-Pontic, Pontic, eastsub-Mediterranean, sub-Illyrian, adventive, and boreal elements or their sub-variants. The rest (ca. 10%) are either groups with three or less representatives or a single species. and very interesting diversity of plants. 
Araliaceae: Hedera helix L.
Aristolochiaceae: Aristolochia clematitis L., Asarum europaeum L.
Asclepiadaceae: Cynanchum vincetoxicum (L.) Pers. 
H -hemicryptophytes, T -therophytes, P -phanerophytes, G -geophytes, Ch -chamaephytes, T(H) -thero (hemicryptophytes), H(Ch) -hemi (chamaephytes), H(T) -hemi (therophytes), H(G) -hemi (geophytes), G(H) -geo (hemicryptophytes), Ch(H) -chamae (hemicryptophytes), T(G) -thero (geophytes).
.) Adamoviae, A. millefolium L., Ambrosia artemisifo- lia L., Anthemis arvensis L., A. tinctoria L., Arctium lappa L., Artemisia absinthium L., A. lobelii All., A. vulgaris L., Aster li- nosyris (L.) Bernh., Bellis perennis L., Bidens tripartitus L., Calendula officinalis L., Carduus acanthoides L., C. candicans W. et K., C. personata (L.) Jacq., Carlina vulgaris L., Centau- rea jacea L., C. phrygia L., C. scabiosa L. spinulosa (Roch.) Hayek, C. splendens L., C. splendens L. var. splendens f. brun- nea (Hal.) Gajiae, C. triumfetii All., C. triumfetti All. var. trium- feti f. atrata (Willd.) Borza, Chondrilla juncea L., Cicerbita pancicii (Vis.) Beauv., Cichorium intybus L., Cirsium acaule (L.) Scop., C. candelabrum Gris., C. eriophorum (L.) Scop., C. lanceolatum (L.) Scop., C. oleraceum (L.) Scop., C. palustre (L.) Scop., C. rivulare (Jacq.) Lk., C. rivulare (Jacq.) Lk. f. gla- bratum Rohl., Crepis biennis L., C. capillaris (L.) Wallr., C. pa- ludosa (L.) Mnch., C. setosa Hall., Erigeron acer L., E. canad- ensis L.,
